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Sovetskiy Patriot, 19 February 1984, p 4 (full but non-literal translation): 
CALL<SIGN REFORM 


by K. Ivanov, Chief, State Telecommunication Inspectorate, 
Ministry of Communication of the USSR. 


The Ministry of Communication of the USSR has approved a new instruction 
on the procedure for assigning call-signs to amateur radio stations. Several 
modifications are introduced into the present amateur call-sign system, 
significantly increasing the reserve of call-signs and the possibilities of 
identifying oblasts, krays, and republics. 

The following information will be reflected in each amateur call-sign. 
The country will be identified by the first letter, U or R. Call-signs 
heqinning with these letters will be used both on ultrashortwave and short 
wave, and call-siqns with the initial letters EZ and EY will be replaced. 

The union republic will be identified by the second letter of the 
call-sigqn. The distribution of these letters remains as before: A, N, V, W, 
Peeetoron; Bpo T,-Y°—-/Ukrainian SSR;"C’ - Belorussian SSR, etc. All call=signe¢ 
Of collective stations, beginning with the letters UK, will be replaced by 
others identifying the union republic. Collective stations will be issued 
six-character call-siqns with the prefix UZ in the RSFSR, and with the regular 
republic prefix in the other republics (UB, UT - in the Ukrainian SSR, UC 
- in the Belorussian SSR, etc.). The distinction between collective stations 
and individual ones will appear at the end of the suffix. Individual stations 
will he assigned three-letter suffixes ending in AA to VZ, and collective 
stations will be assigned suffixes ending in WA to 22. In order to convert to 
this identification system, it will be necessary to renlace sixu-character, . 
individual calii-signs that end in the letters WA to 22, e.g. UAG6AYL, etc. 

The smallest Administrative-Territorial Division Unit [yedinitsa 
administrativno-territorial'nogo deleniya - YeATD] identified in the amateur 
call-siqn is the oblast', kray, ASSR, autonomous oblast', autonomous district, 
or city directly subordinate to a republic -- Moscow, Leningrad, Kiev, Minsk, 

iia ata, Tashkent, and Sevastopol'. The identification of the YeATD is 
different for the RSFSR and for the other union republics. In the RSFSR thay 
will as previously be identified by numbers and the next-following letter (4P, 
9M, etce.). In the other republics the YeATD will be designated by two letters 
to the left and right of the number. Thus, the designation for Khar'kovskaya 
eeeteoewi tl) he not "Sin" ibut "B-L." This type of identification will sharply 
increase the reserve of call-signs. For example, in the example cited of 
Khar'kovskaya oblast', not only the series UB5LAA-LZZ and RBSLAA-L2Z, but also 
analogous series of call-signs with numbers from 1 to 0 (UBILAA, RB4LBC, etc), 
will be issued. The procedure for using series with different numbers is 
stipulated in instructions sent to each local GIE [gosudarstvennaya 
inspektsiya elektrosvyazi - state telecommunication inspectorate] - roughly 
equivalent to the Federal Communications Commission in the United States]. 

In addition to the changes cited above, all six-character call-signs in 
Alma-Atinskaya and Tashkentskaya oblasts (except the cities of Alta-Ata and 
Tashkent), and in the cities of Kiev and Sevastopol', will be replaced. This 
results from the conversion to separate issuance of call-signs within these 
cities and in the ohlasts surrounding them. The changes amount to replacing 
one letter in the call-sign. For example, in Alma-Atinskaya oblast' the 
call-siqn UL7GAL will be replaced by UL7QAL, and in Kiev UR5UAT will be 
replaced by UTSUAT. Applying the same principle, the call-signs in 
Navoiyskaya and Talasskaya oblasts, which have received the identifiers "T-0" 
and "M-T" respectively, will be changed. 
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/ It should be noted that not one five-character call-sign issued earlier 
will he changed, even when it does not correspond to the oblast' 
identification system. At the same time issuance of five-character call-signs 
to individual first-category shortwave radiostations is being resumed. The 
licensees of these stations may if they wish exchange the six-character 
‘call-siqn issued to them for a new five-character one. This may be done after 
1 May 1984, when the local GIF offices have completed the mandatory portion of 
the call-sign changes. 
: Tt is obvious that the greatest number of those wishing to exchange their 
call- -signs for shorter ones will apply in the initial period, and it cannot he 
excluded that several radioamateurs may apply for the same call-sign. In 
order not to overload the GIE organs with having to resclve such conflicts, a 
procedure has been established hy which the exchange of call-signs will be 
carried out on the basis of lists presented by local federations of radio 
sport via the corresponding oblast' (or kray or republic) DOSAAF committees. 
‘The local FRS's would do well to begin drawing up these lists right away. 
Tne FRS's must provide guidance at the corresponding local GIE's on which 
specific five-character call-signs will be issued in a specific oblast'. The 
las t name and initials of the licensee of the first-category station, his 
six-character call-sign, and the license number are to te shown in the list of 
those wishing to exchange call-signs; the desired five-character call- -sign may 
also he indicated. The operating permits of the radiostations included in the 
list must be attached when it is forwarded to the GIE. 

Once the call-sign changes mentioned above have been made, radioamateurs 
may keep the call-signs assigned to them when they upgrade the category of 
their radiostation. Fven when achieving first shortwave category, the 
exchanqe of a six-character call-sign is not obligatory. At the same time 
orders have been given to the local GIE offices to change call-signs 
mandatorily when a radioamateur moves from one oblast‘ to another. Coilectiv 
and invidividual amateur radiostations whose call-signs are changed as a 

esult of the reform may only begin using their new cali-signs on 1 May of 
this year. 
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Thanks to W4KM for the translation of the article from Soviet Patriot, 
and for getting it to me in time to make this issue! 


In summary: 

Some existing individual callsigns will change. 

All existing collective(club) callsigns will change. 

EY and EZ calls(Novice - 160 meters) will be changed. 

No pre-1971 calls(two letter suffix) will be changed. 

New two letter calls will be issued to Category I (200 w) 
licensees, if applied for(optional). 

6. Callsigns must be changed if moving to e new oblast. 

7. New rules become effective on May 1, 1984. 
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Callsign structure: 


First letter - always R or U 
Second letter - always indicates which republic 


A-N-V-WeZ R.S.F.S.R. (UA1-2-3-4-6-9-4 now) 
B-T-Y Ukraine (UBS) 
C Byelorussia (UC2) 
D Azerbaijan (UD6) 
F Geargia (DF6) 
G Armenia (UG6) 
H Turkoman (UH8) 
I Uzbek (UI8) 
J Tadzhik (UJ8) 
L Kazakh (UL7) 
w Kirghiz (UM8) 
O Moldavia (U05) 
P Lithuania (UP2) 
Q Latvia (UQ2) 
R Estonia (UR2) 


E-K-S-U-X (not used) 


Number - remains the same for R.S.F.S.R., for the other 
republics, it means nothing. 


Third letter - for the R.S.F.S.R. indicates the oblast, in 
combination with the number. For the other republics, 
in combination with the second letter, indicates the 
oblast. 


Fourth letter - anything, except W-X-Y-Z for club callsigns only 
in the republics(not R.S.F.S.R.). 


Fifth letter - anything, maybe absent. 


Minor details - in the R.S.F.S.R., club callsigns will have a Z as 
the second letter. Four oblasts: will have distinct callsigns (new) 
for the city and for the non-city portions(UL-G, UB-U, UB-J, 
and UI-A). No word on whether they will count as new oblasts. 
Navoy oblast will become UI-Q(was UI8LN-) and Talas will 
become UM-T(was UM8PN-). 


K1KI 2/28/84 
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